
HOW TO WORK 
WITH USAID

October 2021



ACQUISITION AND 

ASSISTANCE 

STRATEGY
Guiding Principles

• Diversify the partner base.

• Change how we partner.

• Connect design, procurement,

and implementation.

• Focus on value.

• Enable and equip the workforce.



PARTNERING WITH USAID



HOW WE FUND OUR WORK



FY 2020 

FUNDING AT 

A GLANCE

In FY 2020, USAID 

obligated more than $21.4 

billion to programs.



FY 2020 

FUNDING BY 

SECTOR



OUR PARTNERS 

We partner with more than 3,000 U.S. and non-U.S. organizations around the world.

● Non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

● Charitable organizations

● Colleges and universities

● For-profit companies (including U.S. 

small businesses) 

● Researchers, scientists, and innovators

● Diaspora groups

● Faith-based and community 

organizations

● Other governments

● U.S. Government agencies

● Bilateral and multilateral donors 



HOW WE AWARD 
OUR FUNDS

The majority of the Agency’s funds are 

awarded through competitive process.

ACQUISITION

The purchase of goods and services through 

a contract. 

ASSISTANCE

Financial support from the U.S. Government 

to an organization, through a grant or 

cooperative agreement, to help carry out 

a project that benefits the community. 

FIND FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES

Business Forecast: USAID’s upcoming funding 

opportunities (usaid.gov/Business-Forecast). 

SAM.GOV

USAID contracts available for bidding are posted 

as Requests for Proposals (RFPs). 

GRANTS.GOV

USAID cooperative agreements and grants

are posted as Notices of Funding Opportunities 

(NOFOs).

http://www.usaid.gov/Business-Forecast


USAID BUSINESS FORECAST

The latest information about current 

and future funding opportunities 

updated daily.

● Search open and planned 

opportunities through different 

filters, including sector, location, 

and award types.

Visit: usaid.gov/business-forecast  



TIPS FOR SUBMITTING AN 
APPLICATION OR PROPOSAL

● Read the entire solicitation carefully.

● Ask questions by sending them during the “open question period” to the listed point 

of contact. 

● Follow the instructions outlined in the solicitation.

● Create a strong proposal by demonstrating your technical expertise, past 

performance, and ability to accomplish the work.

● Be specific––do not let USAID make assumptions.

● Consider partnering with an organization that has experience working with USAID.



GOAL: Multiply USAID’s development impact by elevating local 

leadership, fostering creativity and innovation, and mobilizing resources 

across the Agency’s programs. 

A global service hub 

established to:

● Amplify USAID’s external 

communication efforts to 

help strengthen and diversify 

its partner base. 

● Expand USAID’s capacity 

for partnerships.

● Help partner organizations 

work with USAID. 



Coming Soon: WorkwithUSAID.org

This globally accessible

website offers a variety of 

innovative services and 

curated tools designed to 

improve organizational 

readiness, connect partners 

to peers and experts, and 

prepare them to pursue 

USAID funding.



Acquisition

Top USAID Partners

Assistance



Our Door is Open

Visit USAID.gov for additional resources, including 

online training and information about Agency 

priorities.

Sign up for our A&A email distribution list.

Follow us on Twitter: @WorkWithUSAID

and #WorkWithUSAID

Join our LinkedIn group: Work with USAID

Sign up for WorkwithUSAID.org

http://www.usaid.gov
https://twitter.com/workwithusaid
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12491152/
http://workwithusaid.org

